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rative     The author of the Mahabharata is ^quall} strong
m this as in the other characteristics Ci the epic poem
The Matfabharata is peculiarly powerful in its dialogues
In fact, we look upon the dialogue as the strong point
of the poem     As in the Ilhad or the Paradise Lost the

(-speeches here are well conceived, eloquent and forcible
and are suited to the character of the speakers It is not
possible to give here any particular dialogues m extenso,
and we can only refer to some of the most brilliant speeches
such as the dialogue in the Adiparva between Duryo-
dhana, Karna, Arjuna and Bhima on the occasion of
the exhibition of their skill in archer} , or the dialogue
in the Sabha Parva between Shisupal and Bhishma,
at the end of which Krishna killed Shisupala by the
throw of his discus, or the dialogue in the Vana Parva
between Yudhishthira, Bhima and Draupadi, the latter
advising the use of stratagem to oppose stratagem ,
or the dialogue in the Drona Parva between Dhnsht-
dyumna, Satyaki, Arjuna and Yudhishthira when the
former had killed Drona in a defenceless condition
Krishna's address to the Kauravas on the occasion of his
mediation for peace is a master-piece and ma} alone
suffice to give the casual reader an idea of Vyasa's power^
of conceiving a powerful speech Another example of
Krishna's masterly speeches is the one in the Kama
Parva wherein he tries to rouse the spirits of Arjuna as
he advances to battle with Karna These and other
Speeches, too numerous to mention, are a peculiar chaim
of the poem and almost convert it into a drama

One peculiar trait of the speeches in the Mahabharata,

"is thwr fearlessness     They are utterances /jf outspoken